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ABSTRACT
!is paper utilizes case studies in resistance to housing insecurity and neoliberalism to demon-
strate the successful combinations of everyday resistance with collective action. Presenting the 
case studies as illustrations of two modes of analysis (Feminist Everyday International Political 
Economy and Marxism) previously thought of as somewhat contradictory, this paper argues 
that these models can strengthen one another.  Using the examples of the Moms 4 Housing 
movement to resist gentri"cation and a#ordability crisis in Oakland, CA, and the Plataforma 
de Afectados por la Hipoteca (PAH) that followed the Spanish housing and eviction crises, this 
paper addresses the possibility to combine the structural with the everyday. Attention is called 
to everyday, visual representations of gentri"cation through popular culture and “gentri"cation 
architecture.” Ultimately, this paper presents exciting possibilities for combining everyday poli-
tics with structural approaches to build e#ective collective action from the bottom-up. 
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INTRODUCTION
In the winter of 2020, hundreds of protestors gathered 
around a small house on Magnolia Street in West Oak-
ODQG &DOLIRUQLD 7KH$ODPHGD &RXQW\ 6KHULII¶V 2I¿FH
deployed militarized tanks and riot gear to surround the 
FURZG'HSXWLHVEURNHGRZQWKHGRRURI WKHKRPHZLWK
EDWWHULQJ UDPV DQG$5V 6HYHUDOPLQXWHV ODWHU WKH\
emerged with two women, Tolani King and Misty Cross, 
LQKDQGFXIIV.LQJDQG&URVVZHUHDUUHVWHGIRU LOOHJDOO\
VTXDWWLQJLQDYDFDQWKRPHRZQHGE\:HGJHZRRG3URS-
HUWLHV D ODUJH UHDO HVWDWH FRPSDQ\ LQ&DOLIRUQLD %XUQV
 +RZHYHU WKH\ZHUH QRW DFWLQJ DORQH .LQJ DQG

















HU\GD\ LQGLYLGXDO DFWLRQV ZLWKLQ RUJDQL]HG UHVLVWDQFH
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DUFKLWHFWXUHDQGSRSXODUFXOWXUH)LQDOO\JOREDOH[DPSOHV









WDQFHDJDLQVW WKHPFDQEH IRXQG LQHYHU\GD\ OLIH(,3(
KDVRIWHQSODFHGLWVHOILQRSSRVLWLRQWRWKHVWUXFWXUDODS-
SURDFKHV WKDW(,3(SLRQHHUV+REVRQ	6HDEURRNHUHIHU
WR DV UHJXODWRU\ LQWHUQDWLRQDO SROLWLFDO HFRQRP\ ZKLFK






DIIHFW DQG UHVSRQG WR WKH GRPLQDQW DQG KRZ LQ
WKHSURFHVVWKLVLQWHUDFWLYHUHODWLRQVKLSJHQHUDWHV
FKDQJHLQWKHJOREDOHFRQRP\S
$ORQJVLGH WKH UHFHQWPDLQVWUHDPLQJ RI WKH HYHU\GD\ LQ
SROLWLFDOVFLHQFHIHPLQLVWVFKRODUVDUJXHWKDW(,3(PXVW
















VLVWDQFH¶² ³WKH LQFUHDVH LQPRUH LQGLYLGXDOL]HG IRUPV
RI UHVLVWDQFHZLWKLQ FHUWDLQZRUNSODFHV«ZKHUHZRP-








ZKRKDYH ORQJ IRFXVHGRQ WKHPXQGDQLWLHVRIHYHU\GD\
OLIH³DVVHUWLQJ WKHQHHG WRXQFRYHU WKHPLFUR OHYHOSUR-
FHVVHV WKURXJKZKLFK WKHVH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV WDNH VKDSH´
(OLDV	5DLS
0RUHRYHUWKH(,3(DSSURDFKDQG0DU[LVPKROGDSSDUHQW







LVWV LQFOXGLQJ 0DU[LVWIHPLQLVWV ZKRVH V\VWHPLF DQDO-
\VLVRIRSSUHVVLRQXQGHUFDSLWDOLVPGHPDQGVDV\VWHPLF
DSSURDFK WR UHVLVWDQFHPDLQO\ WKURXJK ODERU XQLRQLVP
VWULNHV DQG ODUJHVFDOH UHYROXWLRQDU\ DLPV 7KH IHPL-
QLVW(,3(FULWLTXHRI0DU[LVPKRZHYHURYHUORRNV WKDW
0DU[LVWV WKHPVHOYHV KDYH KLJKOLJKWHG WKH QHHG IRU ERW-
WRPXSRUJDQL]LQJPRGHOVWKDWUHDVVHUWWKHDJHQF\RIWKH
















LQKHUHQW FRQWUDGLFWLRQV RI FDSLWDOLVW FRPPRGL¿FDWLRQ RI
KRXVLQJ6RFLDOLVWHFRQRPLVW.DUO3RODQ\LDUJXHG
LQ7KH*UHDW7UDQVIRUPDWLRQWKDWFDSLWDOLVPFUHDWHV³¿F-
WLWLRXV FRPPRGLWLHV´ RXW RI ODQG )LFWLWLRXV FRPPRGL¿-
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YROYHG LQ SURGXFLQJ DQ\WKLQJ ,W¶V DOO DERXW WKH WUDGLQJ
RI DVVHW YDOXHV´  ,Q RWKHUZRUGV ¿QDQFLDOL]DWLRQ
RI WKHKRXVLQJPDUNHW LV LQWHJUDO WR WKHSURGXFWLRQRI D
KRXVLQJFULVLV:KHQODUJHUHDOHVWDWHFRPSDQLHVSXUFKDVH
SURSHUWLHVRQO\WRLQFXUYDOXHQRWWREHXVHGIRUKRXVLQJ
DKRXVLQJFULVLV IROORZV$W WKHPRVWSUR¿WDEOHSRLQW LQ
%D\$UHDKRXVLQJPDUNHWKLVWRU\WKHUHUHPDLQHGQHDUO\








KRXVLQJ FULVHV LQ WKH ¿UVW SODFH 'HVFULELQJ WKH 8QLWHG
.LQJGRP¶VSULYDWL]DWLRQRISXEOLFKRXVLQJLQWKHV
'DYLG+DUYH\UHFRXQWVWKDW
>+RXVLQJ@ VSHFXODWLRQ WRRN RYHU SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ
SULPH FHQWUDO ORFDWLRQV HYHQWXDOO\ « IRUFLQJ
ORZLQFRPHSRSXODWLRQVRXWWRWKHSHULSKHU\>VLF@
DQG WXUQLQJ HUVWZKLOHZRUNLQJFODVV KRXVLQJ HV-





UDFLDOL]HG DQG JHQGHUHG LVVXHV DV DXVWHULW\ LPSDFWV DUH
GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\IHOWE\ZRPHQRIFRORU.DQGDVZDP\
$SSUR[LPDWHO\ RI XQKRXVHG IDPLOLHV LQ WKH
8QLWHG6WDWHV DUH VLQJOHPRWKHU KRXVHKROGV %KDWWDFKD-







GENTRIFICATION IN THE EVERYDAY
7KRXJKJHQWUL¿FDWLRQPD\EHFDXVHGE\VWUXFWXUDOLVVXHV
IHPLQLVW(,3(DOORZVXV WR DQDO\]HKRZ WKH LPSDFWV RI
VXFK SDWWHUQV DUH IHOW LQ HYHU\GD\ OLIH 3DUWLFXODU DWWHQ-
WLRQKDVEHHQFDOOHG WR WKHYLVXDOPDUNHUVRIJHQWUL¿FD-
WLRQ6SHFL¿FDOO\WKHFRQWHPSRUDU\DUFKLWHFWXUDOEUDQGRI












WKHUHQHHGV WREHDPXWXDO IRUJHWWLQJRIZKDW FDPHEH-
IRUHWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQVRIQHZEXLOGLQJVUHVWDXUDQWVDQG
EXVLQHVVHV´2SLOODUGSS)XUWKHU³XUEDQUH-
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7KH /DVW %ODFN 0DQ LQ 6DQ )UDQFLVFR  YLVXDOO\
KLJKOLJKWV WKH DQWLWKHVLV WR JHQWUL¿FDWLRQ DUFKLWHFWXUH²
WKH KLVWRULF9LFWRULDQ KRPHV RI 6DQ )UDQFLVFR 7DOERW
7KH¿OPGHVFULEHVD\RXQJ%ODFNPDQ¶VK\SHU¿[DWLRQRQ





















MODES OF RESISTANCE: RECONCIL-
ING THE EVERYDAY WITH COLLEC-
TIVE ACTION
6TXDWWLQJ KDV EHFRPH DQ HVVHQWLDO IRUP RI UHVLVWDQFH
DJDLQVWKRXVLQJFULVHV LQ UHDOLW\%\IRFXVLQJVSHFL¿FDO-
O\ RQ WKH LQWHUVHFWLRQDO GLPHQVLRQV RI XUEDQ VTXDWWLQJ
ZH FDQ DGGUHVV WKH ³LQYLVLELOLW\ RIZRPHQ LQ WKHXUEDQ
VSDFH«HQDEOLQJXVWRIRFXVRQWKHLUDJHQF\DQGWKHUH-




XWLOL]HV WZRSURPLQHQWFDVHV WKDWFRPELQH WKHHYHU\GD\















are thousands of others like us here in Oakland and all 
DFURVVWKH%D\$UHD:HDUHFRPLQJWRJHWKHUZLWKWKHXOWL-
PDWHJRDORIUHFODLPLQJKRXVLQJIRUWKHFRPPXQLW\IURP
VSHFXODWRUV DQG SUR¿WHHUV´ SDUD  QG7KHPHVVDJH
HPERGLHVWKHQHHGWRPRYHEH\RQGDFWLRQLQLVRODWLRQDQG
WRZDUGVFROOHFWLYHDFWLRQ
7KH0RPV +RXVLQJPRYHPHQW FHQWHUV DURXQG%ODFN
ZRPHQ ZKR DUH RIWHQ SXVKHG WR WKH PDUJLQV HYHQ LQ
PRYHPHQWVFRQWLQJHQWRQWKHLUODERU,QWKHFDVHRI0RPV
+RXVLQJ%ODFNPRWKHUVDQGWKHLUFKLOGUHQDUHWKHIDF-
HV RI WKH PRYHPHQW HPSOR\LQJ SHUVRQDO VWRU\WHOOLQJ
DQGYXOQHUDELOLW\WRDSSHDOWRWKHLUDXGLHQFH¶VHPRWLRQV
)HPLQLVW (,3(¶V SROLWLFL]DWLRQ RI WKH ERG\ VSHFL¿FDOO\
IRUZRPHQRI FRORU UHFRQVWUXFWV WKHPRWKHUV¶ VTXDWWLQJ
WRIXO¿OO WKHLUXQPHWQHHGIRUSK\VLFDOVKHOWHUDVDIRUP
RI UHVLVWDQFH LQ DQG RI LWVHOI ³3ROLWLFLVLQJ WKH ERG\ E\
















'XULQJ WKH6SDQLVK VSHFXODWLYH KRXVLQJEXEEOH SULRU WR
WKH  UHFHVVLRQ QHDUO\  RI WKH SRSXODWLRQZHUH
KRPHRZQHUVEXWPDQ\RIWKHPZHUHORZLQFRPHZRUNHUV
ZLWKVXESULPHPRUWJDJHV%HUJOXQGQG+DOIDPLOOLRQ
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6DQWRV LGHQWL¿HV WKDW WKH NH\ZDV VROLGDULW\ %\
SUHVHQWLQJ D QHZPRGH RI DQDO\VLV FHQWHULQJ VROLGDULW\
QRWRQO\FDQZHEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGVRFLDOPRYHPHQWVEXW
ZHFDQEHWWHUVKDSHWKHPDVZHOO6DQWRV
7KH GLVSODFHPHQW RI ZRUNLQJFODVV SHRSOH IURP WKHLU
KRPHVLVERWKDSURGXFWRIFDSLWDOLVPDQGDNH\FRPSRQHQW










FROOHFWLYH DFWLRQ WR DGGUHVV WKH VWUXFWXUDO SUREOHPV WKDW
SODJXHHYHU\GD\SROLWLFV LQ WKH¿UVWSODFH7KH\VXSSRUW
WKH DUJXPHQW WKDW IHPLQLVW (,3( DQG VWUXFWXUDO0DU[LVW
DSSURDFKHVFDQXSOLIWQRWFRQWUDGLFWRQHDQRWKHU:KHQ
HYHU\GD\ UHVLVWDQFH DV LW VWDQGV²JHQGHUHG UDFLDOL]HG





%KDWWDFKDU\D -  -DQXDU\ :KDW WKH0RPV 
+RXVLQJ 0RYHPHQW 5HYHDOV $ERXW WKH +RPHOHVVQHVV
Crisis, Ms. Magazine.
%HUJOXQG 2  &RQWHVWLQJ$FWXDOO\ ([LVWLQJ$XV-
terity, New Political Economy   GRL

























(OLDV - 	 5REHUWV $  ³)HPLQLVW *OREDO 3R-
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